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To:  Clients and Friends of the Firm
Fr:
Taras Kuzio, of Counsel on Government Relations

Re:   Its Time to Europeanise Ukraine’s Militsiya Into a Politisiya
A democratic state striving to join NATO and the EU cannot have a
”militsiya” or Internal Troops that were created under the NKVD in the 1940s
to fight against internal enemies of the Soviet state, such as the UPA. A
European state should also no longer  have a Omilitsiya but a Opolitsiya.
Remaining Internal Troops that guard prisons should also be transformed into
a police force under the Ministry of Justice.

These three steps would contribute to Ukraine’s Europeanisation.

The presidents revisions to the 2007 law on the Cabinet renames the Interior
Ministry’s Internal Troops as a National Guard under the president. This
would return Ukraine to the 1991-1999 era when it had a National Guard.

But, the main difference would be that under former Presidents Kravchuk and
Kuchma the National Guard were under joint parliamentary-presidential
control. Today, President Yushchenko is proposing that the National Guard
come under his exclusive control (during the spring 2007 crisis the
president unconstitutionally placed the Interior Troops under his command).

The demand to control the proposed National Guard follows that of the
attempt to transfer the Presidents polk from the armed forces to the
Upravlinnia Derzhohoron. The Upravlinnia Derzhohoron is roughly modeled on
state agencies such as the US Secret Service that protects the US President.
No Western analogy (US Secret Service) or the former KGB department that the
Upravlinnia Derzhohoron is descendant from has a military component, such as
the presidential polk. The Rada committee on National Security therefore
took the right step in blocking the militarisation of the Upravlinnia
Derzhohoron.

Another mistake would be to follow Interior Minister Lutsenko’s proposal to
place the National Guard under the Interior Ministry. There are many
examples in the European Union of paramilitary police forces (Italy’s
Carabinieri, Spain’s Civil Guard) but they are not part of the Interior
Ministry. 


The return of Interior Troops to a National Guard is a welcome step provided
​ as in the 1990s ​ they are democratically accountable to parliament and
president. It would be unwise to place an elite military force under the
president as democracy is still young in Ukraine and it is impossible to
therefore rule out a future president with views similar to Kuchma or
Yanukovych.


